
Break It Down –strategy for cooperative reading 
 

STEP 1: Read one paragraph aloud. 

STEP 2: STOP and TALK about difficult words in the paragraph. 

​ What does ______________ mean? 

​ ​ ​ I think ______________ means ___________. 

​ ​ ​ For example, __________________________. 

​ ​ ​ The dictionary says ______ means _________. 

 

​ What does this sentence mean? 

​ ​ ​ I think the sentence means_______________. 

​ ​ ​ I think the author is saying _______________. 

 

​ Can you show me the meaning of this word? 

​ ​ ​ Here’s a good picture on my phone. 

​ ​ ​ Maybe I can draw it. 

​ ​ ​ It’s like ____________________ 

 

 STEP 3: Cover the paragraph and summarize the ideas with different 

words. 

STEP 4: Ask if everyone is ready to read the next paragraph. 

​ Do you understand this paragraph well? 

​ Should we keep going? 

 

 

Watch Jessica teach part of this routine. 
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