
Welcome to the 
Mid-term Teacher Meetup!



Today’s Objectives

Get to know each 
other ☺

01
Share teaching 
strategies

02
Diagnose teaching 
problems as a 
group

03



Get To Know Each Other – 2 Mins!

Please rename yourself so others know who you are

First Name - Level You Teach, What You Teach (ESL/GED), When You Teach (AM/PM)

Mark - 2, ESL, AM



New Teacher To Do List
Have you completed your onboarding tasks?

❑Submit your Volunteer Application

❑Digitally Sign and Send your Volunteer Waiver & Release 

❑Send a Picture & Biography for the student website
Please let your coordinator know if you prefer to opt out of this 

❑Create an Introduction Slide to share with students 
No need to share this slide with your coordinator

Refer to the New Volunteers page for full details
Questions? Please ask your coordinator via Remind or email

AM Coordinator: Mark mhanson@clues.org / PM Coordinator: Trisha tmcintyre@clues.org

https://www.volgistics.com/appform/569211089
https://www.cluesclasses.com/teachers.html
https://clueseducation.com/New-Volunteers.php
mailto:mhanson@clues.org
mailto:tmcintyre@clues.org


Teacher To Do List
Have you completed your required teacher trainings?

❑These trainings are required by the Minnesota Department of Education 

❑Complete Modules 1-4 and the Targeted Trainings as soon as possible

❑Forward your Continuing Education Units (CEUs) to your coordinator after 

completion of each course

Refer to the Teacher Training page for full details
Questions? Please ask your coordinator via Remind or email

AM Coordinator: Mark mhanson@clues.org / PM Coordinator: Trisha tmcintyre@clues.org

https://clueseducation.com/training.php
mailto:mhanson@clues.org
mailto:tmcintyre@clues.org


Opportunity:
Community of Practice 

• Join other volunteer teachers to improve 

your effectiveness and confidence in 

independently leading adult education 

classes

• Facilitator: Meghan Boyle, Literacy MN

• Apply ASAP. Use link until 10/28.

• Info on clueseducation.com

http://www.clueseducation.com


Reminders

End of Term: Thurs, 
Dec 19

NO CLASSES:

Nov 28-29

End of Term
Gathering at CLUES 
St. Paul: Sat, Dec 21 

11am-1pm

Winter Term

Jan 21 – Apr 24

Let your coordinator 
know your winter 

volunteer plans asap



FOR 
ALL 
YOU 
DO!



ESTABLISHING 
A ROUTINE



Calendar Talk



FOR 
ALL 
YOU 
DO!

This or That



FOR 
ALL 
YOU 
DO!

Agree / Disagree

I like winter. 
I think Minnesota is beautiful. 



Because…

I am tired.

I am sick. 

I worked today.

I am happy. 



Breakout Session #1
Discuss the following questions and come up a list of 3-5 ideas and 
record on the shared Google Doc. 

• Warm-Up Activities: What warm-up activities do you find most 
effective for energizing your students at the start of a lesson? Can you 
share a specific example?

• Daily Routines: How do you structure your daily routine to maximize 
student engagement and participation? What specific elements do 
you include?

• Ice Breakers: What ice breaker activities have worked well for you to 
build rapport among students, especially at the beginning of a class or 
after a break?



Comprehensible Input: 
Providing language that the 
students can understand.





What strategies do you use to 
make your lessons more 
comprehensible?

What do you do if you can 
tell a student doesn’t 
understand something?





Breakout Session #2
Discuss the following questions and come up a list of 3-5 ideas and record on 
the shared Google Doc. 

• Comprehension Strategies: What strategies do you use to ensure your 
lessons are comprehensible for all students? Share specific techniques to 
simplify complex concepts and enhance understanding. Consider using 
visuals, real-life examples, or scaffolding techniques that have worked well 
for you.

• Technology Tools: Which technology tools or platforms have you 
integrated into your teaching, and how do they enhance student 
engagement and comprehension? Provide an example.

• Interactive Activities: What interactive activities do you use to enhance 
student learning and participation? Share a specific activity that has been 
particularly successful.







Circling

• This is Susana. Is Susana studying?  Is Susana studying 
at the library?  Susan is studying at the library, isn’t 
she?

• Is Susana studying or playing football at the library? Is 
Susana studying at the hotel or at the library?

• Is John studying at the library?  Is Susana sleeping at 
the library?  Is Susana studying at the mall?

• Who is studying at the library?  Where is Susana 
studying?

• At what time does Susana study at the library?  Who 
studies at the library with Susana?



Edpuzzle.com

• Insert questions into 
videos

• Comprehension checks
• Provides extra input
• Visual aid
• Cultural component



What helps 
students 
understand?

Visual aids

Gestures

Repetition

Key words translated

Cognates

Build off prior knowledge

Tone of voice

Sentence frames (I will _________ tomorrow)

Pre-teach vocab

¿?



Exit Ticket: Complete The Meme
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