
W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  
S U M M E R  2 0 2 3  

M I D T E R M  T E A C H E R  
M E E T U P  ☺



QUICK 
REMINDERS

Last day of summer classes: 
Thursday, August 10th

Fall Zoom classes: 

Sep 11– Dec 15

Reserve your teaching slot now!



TODAY’S OBJECTIVES

Get to know each 
other ☺

01
Share teaching 
strategies

02
Diagnose teaching 
problems as a 
group

03



GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER – 2 MINS!

Rename yourself so others know who you are

First Name, What You Teach (ESL/GED), Level, When You Teach

Mark, ESL, 2,  AM

Share with group along with 1 interesting fact about yourself.



ESTABLISHING A 
ROUTINE



GOALS OF MY 
INTRO ROUTINE

keep all language 100% comprehensible 

(level-appropriate)

introduce a variety of grammar and vocab incrementally

tailor language to student interests

recycle themes or topics

teach grammar indirectly

build community



Today is 

Thursday, June 

15th, 2023

NO CLASSES MONDAY, JUNE 19th!



KAHOOTS! 

G REAT  F OR REVIEW ING  PAS T  T OP IC S / GRAM M AR –  LOT S  OF  INP U T





WHAT IS YOUR 
CLASSROOM 

ROUTINE?

In breakout rooms, discuss what your 
classroom routine is with students. As a 
group, come up with a list of 3-5 things 
that you would suggest to other 
teachers and report back to group.

Ideas: warm-ups, activities, approaches 
to teaching, student engagement, tech-
check, etc. 



What strategies do you use to 
make your lessons more 
comprehensible?

What do you do if you can 
tell a student doesn’t 
understand something?







WHAT IS 
“CIRCLING” AND 
HOW DO I DO IT?



"Circling" is the practice of asking a series of simple 

questions about a statement, all in the target 

language. It is intended to provide repetition of the 

target vocabulary in context and enable students to 

learn the vocabulary, grammar and sounds of their 

new language in a holistic way.



Contains a subject, verb, object. Contains the structure 

you’re trying to highlight. 

John eats a pizza. 



Does John eat a pizza at the restaurant?



Substitute subjects, add more details, etc. 

Does John sell a pizza at the restaurant? 

Does he drop the pizza?

Does Maria eat a pizza?



Does John eat a pizza or does John eat a cake?



Who eats a pizza?

What does John do/eat?



Similar to step 5. Pull new ideas from 

student’s mind. 

When does John eat a pizza?

Why does John eat a pizza?

Do you eat pizza?

How often do you eat pizza?



Provide key structures, the 

sentence types you want 

students to practice. 

John likes to eat ______. 



Repeat the target language, give 

students opportunity to hear the 

correct language. 







PICTURE TALK!

REJOINDERS KEEP CONVERSATIONS GOING
“How interesting!”
“I agree!”
“Really cool!”
“Me too!”
“Of course”
“That’s true”



Where is Santa?

Why is Santa on the beach?

Who is he with?

When does Santa go to the beach?

Is the dog on the beach?

What does the dog have?

How does the dog feel?

…



TPRS: TEACHING PROFICIENCY 
THROUGH STORYTELLING

• Act 1 / Location 1: Define the Problem There is a CHARACTER at 

LOCATION #1. But there is a problem. CHARACTER wants an 

OBJECT (or wants to get rid of an OBJECT). So, CHARACTER goes to 

LOCATION 2

• Act 2 / Location 2: Struggle to Solve the Problem The OBJECT is not 

there. CHARACTER is sad 

(disappointed/frustrated/angry/upset/confused depending on class 

vocabulary depth). So, CHARACTER goes to LOCATION 3

• Act 3 / Location 3: Solve the Problem The OBJECT is there! 

CHARACTER has the OBJECT now. CHARACTER is happy!



• Examples of questions using high frequency verbs (wants, sees, goes, 

has, does, arrives, gives, knows): 

• LOCATION #1 There is a CHARACTER that needs an OBJECT 

• How big is the OBJECT? 

• What color is it? 

• Why does the CHARACTER want the OBJECT? 

• Does she want it or does she need it? 

• Should she want the OBJECT? 

• Does she know where LOCATION #2 is? 

• Who does she see? 

• What does “New Character” say to her when she arrives? ………



TEACHER DIRECTED 
STUDENT CENTERED

•They want to pay attention because the content is 
engaging and… 

•They keep paying attention because they can 
understand and… 

•They are invested in the story because they help 
to create it.





Questioning is KEY

Display 
question words
Vary question type
Pause and point​







In breakout rooms, discuss: 

- What you do if students aren’t participating/understanding

- What you do to make your lessons more comprehensible

- What you do if you run out of activities

- Other problems arise

Record answers on Google Doc and 
report back on your solutions and 
strategies for confronting these issues. 



VIDEO: 
WHAT DO YOU NOTICE? WHAT HELPS YOU 

UNDERSTAND?



WHAT HELPS 
STUDENTS 
UNDERSTAND?

Visual aids

Gestures

Repetition

Key words translated

Cognates

Build off prior knowledge

Tone of voice

Sentence frames (I will _________ tomorrow)

Pre-teach vocab

¿?



Tips For Success

✓Use visual supports

✓Go slowly

✓Check and re-check for understanding



THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!
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