
CLUES'
Midterm Teacher Meetup

Winter 2025



Today’s Objectives

Get to know each 
other

01
Share teaching 
strategies

02
Diagnose teaching 
problems as a 
group

03



Get To Know Each Other – 2 Mins!

Please rename yourself so others know who you are

First Name - Level You Teach, What You Teach (ESL/GED), When You Teach (AM/PM)

Mark - 2, ESL, AM



Teacher To Do List
Have you completed your required teacher trainings?

❑These trainings are required by the Minnesota Department of Education 

❑New Teachers: Complete Modules 1-4 and the Targeted Trainings as soon as possible

❑On-Going Teachers (>1 year): Complete one 2-hour training per year

❑Forward your Continuing Education Units (CEUs) to your coordinator after completion of 

each course

Refer to the Teacher Training page for full details
Questions? Please ask your coordinator via Remind or email

AM Coordinator: Mark mhanson@clues.org / PM Coordinator: Trisha tmcintyre@clues.org

https://clueseducation.com/training.php
mailto:mhanson@clues.org
mailto:tmcintyre@clues.org


English/Spanish Language Exchange
• Friday, March 14

• 7:30 p.m.

• La Doña

• Students, teachers, friends, family 
welcome!

Details and RSVP 
www.clueseducation.com

http://www.clueseducation.com


Reminders

End of Term:
Thurs, Apr 24

End of Term Potluck 
CLUES St. Paul 

Sat, Apr 26
11am-1pm

Summer Term: 
May 27 – Aug 14

Let your coordinator 
know your summer 

volunteer plans asap



FOR 
ALL 
YOU 
DO!



ESTABLISHING 
A ROUTINE



Hello!
Yesterday was ________

Today is ____________

Tomorrow will be 
___________

What’s the date today?





Today's 
Objectives

• Pronounce vocabulary 
for food and cooking

• Pronounce the "C" 
sound

• Word and sentence 
stress with food 
dialogues



Cooks cook cupcakes quickly.



Examples



WORDWALL



KAHOOTS! 

Great for reviewing past topics/grammar – lots of input





Breakout Session #1
Discuss the following questions and come up a list of 3-5 ideas and 
record on the shared Google Doc. 

• Warm-Up Activities: What warm-up activities do you find most 
effective for energizing your students at the start of a lesson? Can you 
share a specific example?

• Daily Routines: How do you structure your daily routine to maximize 
student engagement and participation? What specific elements do 
you include?

• Ice Breakers: What ice breaker activities have worked well for you to 
build rapport among students, especially at the beginning of a class or 
after a break?



WHAT IS 
“CIRCLING” AND 

HOW DO I 
DO IT?



"Circling" is the practice of asking a series of simple 
questions about a statement, all in the target 
language. It is intended to provide repetition of the 
target vocabulary in context and enable students to 
learn the vocabulary, grammar and sounds of their 
new language in a holistic way.



Contains a subject, verb, object. Contains the structure 
you’re trying to highlight. 

John eats a pizza. 



Does John eat a pizza at the restaurant?



Substitute subjects, add more details, etc. 

Does John sell a pizza at the restaurant? 
Does he drop the pizza?
Does Maria eat a pizza?



Does John eat a pizza or does John eat a cake?



Who eats a pizza?

What does John do/eat?



Similar to step 5. Pull new ideas from 
student’s mind. 

When does John eat a pizza?
Why does John eat a pizza?

Do you eat pizza?
How often do you eat pizza?



Provide key structures, the 
sentence types you want 
students to practice. 

John likes to eat ______. 



Repeat the target language, give 
students opportunity to hear the 
correct language. 











Lower Order Questions

Characteristics:

•Focus: Fact recall, simple comprehension, and 
knowledge.

•Skills: Recognizing, recalling, understanding, 
applying basic concepts.

•Purpose: To check if students understand the 
basics of language and concepts.



PICTURE TALK!

REJOINDERS KEEP CONVERSATIONS GOING
“How interesting!”
“I agree!”
“Really cool!”
“Me too!”
“Of course”
“That’s true”



Where is Santa?
Why is Santa on the beach?
Who is he with?
When does Santa go to the beach?
Is the dog on the beach?
What does the dog have?
How does the dog feel?
…



Breakout Session #2
Discuss the following questions and come up a list of 3-5 ideas and 
record on the shared Google Doc. 

•What do you do if students aren’t 
participating/understanding?
•What do you do to make your lessons more 

comprehensible?
•What do you do if you run out of activities? 
•Other problems arise
• Record answers on Google Doc and report back on your 

solutions and strategies for confronting these issues. 



What helps 
students 
understand?

Visual aids

Gestures

Repetition

Key words translated

Cognates

Build off prior knowledge

Tone of voice

Sentence frames (I will _________ tomorrow)

Pre-teach vocab

¿?
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